
 

Faith communities and spatial justice1 
 

Appetizers for Engagement  
 
 
Spatial justice refers to the ways in which socio-economic, political, gender and other 
forms of injustices are often expressed spatially. Examples are mentioned in the 
block below.2 
 
This sheet is designed as a resource for local churches and faith communities, for 
consideration and discernment. It was informed by participants in a one-day 
Consultation on Spatial Justice, Ubuntu and Reconciliation, hosted by the Centre for 
Contextual Ministry at the University of Pretoria.   
 
How can local churches and people of faith contribute to socio-spatial justice, 
through creative solidarities with different people’s movements, availing or sharing 
their own land and property, and/or participating in acts of restoration / restitution?  
  
The following are a few appetizers for engagement – conversations, actions, 
detachments, commitments, partnerships – you might want to consider.   
 
30 suggestions for individual and communal reflection are offered here, organized 
under 3 rubrics.  

                                                                 
1
 This document was developed during a workshop hosted by the Social Justice and Reconciliation & Ubuntu 

Research Groups, Centre for Contextual Ministry, Theology Faculty, University of Pretoria.  
The workshop was a one-day conversation on 31 May 2017 at Thembelihle Village, 83 Struben Street, Pretoria 
The document is available online at www.ccmresearch.org.za   
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Segregated communities and cities during apartheid are the simplest way to understand spatial 
(in)justice. Some people had, by virtue of their spatial locations, which were also predetermined, 
access to the city, its resources, services and opportunities; whilst other people, similarly, lacked the 
same access.  
 
Not too much has changed. Why are certain areas, usually well-located, suitable for middle- and 
high-income housing, whilst poorly located areas have a concentration of low-income housing? And 
usually also having less-resourced schools, health care facilities and other infrastructure?  
 
The flows, and whims, of capital determine the well-being of communities, often with little regard 
for the consequences to local people, especially those who are most vulnerable. 
 
Churches are one of the biggest landlords in every city, and need to consider their complicity in what 
is wrong, or their vocation to stand and work for what is right. Likewise individual people of faith 
must interrogate the meaning and consequences of their faith more deliberately when it comes to 
areas of gross and inhumane injustices.   
 

 

http://www.ccmresearch.org.za/
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IMMERSION, LISTENING & CONTEMPLATING 
 
 

1. Get acquainted with the concept of spatial justice (which is new for most 
churches) and consider possible theological, Biblical or ministry implications   
 

2. Start small: immerse yourself in struggling urban places (affected by 
informality, displacement or evictions); listen to the stories of people; and 
expose church members to the suffering and injustices in your city 
 

3. Consider how spatial disparities, spatial segregations and spatial exclusions 
might be the result of individualism and greed instead of the cultivation of a 
common human community  
 

4. Consider how spatial injustices – in the cry of Isaiah 5:8 – should be seen as 
sin, and how you might be complicit and called to repentance  
 

5. Become aware how our actions or inactions legitimise what should not exist 
 

6. Where are you with your bodies daily, where are others with their bodies, 
and how does where we are with our bodies shape our mindsets, images of 
God and daily lives?  
 

7. Be watchful for “us-them” language that might be used on a daily basis, 
separating us from our neighbours and fellow human beings: consider how to 
address and overcome that divide    
 

8. Consider spatial justice not as something abstract but as concrete experiences 
felt by human beings in their bodies, when affected by exclusion: the break-
down of relationships or the distortion of human community  
 

9. Consider how spatial injustices affects human dignity, and how ensuring just 
spatial practices (access to land, property or housing in proper and strategic 
locations of the city) humanize people 
 

10. Consider how justice is a virtue that your faith community might want to 
place more central on its agenda   
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SEARCHING & DISCOVERING 

 
 

 
11. Acquaint yourself with individuals, organizations, movements or social 

housing agencies working for socio-spatial justice  
 

12. Find examples in your city of places, people or organizations who retained a 
deep sense of Ubuntu, practising humanness/ human dignity, showing that 
community is possible and sharing in prophetic ways. Learn from their stories 
of struggle and hope and re-imagine the embodiment of Ubuntu   
 

13. Consider, too, where and how in your city capital / banks / private sector / 
government sometimes act or even collaborate in ways that hurt poor or 
vulnerable people: imagine God’s mind and heart in response  
 

14. Discuss whether the Market should always decide the outcome of a certain 
space, regardless of how it affects people; consider alternatives or disruptions 
of the Market   
 

15. Consider how the realization of socio-spatial justice for those now excluded, 
might disrupt your space / body, or that of your faith community and its 
members 

 
16. Consider how the teachings of Jesus were captured by the elite (socio-

economic, political and religious elite)  
 

17. Reflect on how your faith community / you can / must be an embodied 
presence in places of poverty in your city, living according to the values of 
God’s new household  

 
18. How can your faith community invite strangers, homeless people or refugees 

in?  

 
19. Consider the limits of spatial justice: should there be limits? Why even ask 

about limits? How radical should followers of Jesus get? Should the search for 
justice not be completely limitless? If it is not just, it simply is not just     

 
20. Churches reflect their theologies: spatial justice requires deeper 

transformation even, with immediate challenges and actions. Are you ready? 
How does it challenge your theology? What is required of you?  
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SOLIDARITY & ACTION 
 

 
21. How can your faith community engage with issues of spatial justice by 

communicating stories of struggle and exclusion but also hopeful signs of 
alternatives? 
 

22. How can your faith community stand in support with people affected by 
spatial injustices, but also with brave, creative and alternative responses, 
challenging and disrupting the status quo?  
 

23. Advocate for an audit to be done of all land and property (having title deeds), 
owned by churches / faith communities collectively, denominationally and 
individually, in a given city 

 
24. Investigate current usage of the infrastructure of churches and how churches / 

church land can be remodelled for maximum benefit to communities (social 
or special needs housing, social infrastructure & services, etc) 
 

25. Explore best practices of land disposal and consider putting land or property 
to the disposal or communities, non-profit agencies or the original landlords 
for uses that will mediate healing, empowerment or justice  

 
26. How can communities be given equity in land / property in terms of the 

implementation of projects?  
 

27. In cases where churches acquired property or land dubiously, or as a result of 
being unfairly advantaged over others, how can a church practice redress / 
restitution through its property? Discuss diverse and creative options  
(returning property through legal transfer of title deed; giving / selling equity 
in property; converting property for housing purposes; etc)  
 

28. Consider selling some of your possessions – as churches or individual people 
of faith – and to reinvest the income into projects mediating socio-spatial 
justice  
 

29. How can churches partner better with municipalities, other agencies or 
communities, to help overcome spatial disparities or exclusions? 
 

30. Each generation has its own mission, to fulfil or betray (Frantz Fanon).  
You now have all the tools in our hand. Are you still defeated, or do your 
faith community dream dreams, see visions, make plans and implement 
actions, to help usher in a spatially healed and just city?   
 
 

 
Remember: The parable of the feast in Luke is not about charity. There is anger; 
there is reciprocity; there is justice. The host was shunned by the well-to-do and 
creates new tables of great hospitality. Consider how the scene playing itself out 
here might be a reflection of God’s embrace: of all those who are currently spatially 
lost; on the outside looking in.  
 
 
 

 

 

 


